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A Study on the Custom of Mongolian
"Zuandaoshuoshi"in the Ming Dynasty

Abstract

In the Ming Dynasty, when the frontier troops along the Great Wall com-
municated with the Mongolian tribes, they often adopted a way called "Zuand-
aoshuoshi (Pass the knives and make an oath)". This is done by sticking knives
in the ground or on an altar, and the person crosses them and makes a vow. At
present, the earliest case that can be examined is the oath of alliance between
the godson of Altan Khan and the frontier generals of the Ming army during the
Jiajing period. With the close contacts between the Ming army and the Mongo-
lian tribes, the form of the oath of alliance was constantly improved in the spe-
cific implementation. At first, people simply stuck knives in them, crossed them
and made vows. Later, different people added different details to this oath, such
as drinking blood wine, cooking sacrifices, shooting firecrackers, hanging curs-
es, dancing, making contracts, burning yellow paper, worshipping Guan Gong,
and so on. It even affected the oath of alliance in the Aisin Gurun and the oath
of alliance in the Folk Sects and the Secret Societies from the late Ming Dynas-
ty to the Qing Dynasty. It can be said that this method of oath is an interesting
cultural phenomenon in the northern minority areas in the late Ming Dynasty,
which shows the blending of Mongolian and Han cultures on both sides of the
Great Wall, and also provides a new textual research for folklore in the Ming

and Qing Dynasties.

Keywords: "Zuandaoshuoshi (Pass the knives and make an oath)" ,

Mongolian, Ming army, Nine Borders ( Jiubian )
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PE 52 T ] FLA 2 — RN KByt B - Mfey B A0SR A 3R
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HEhIAMER « B AREE) - FESEE BN UIETE G - SR
U0 7 SRR TR P it 8 IR MR A — 2 2 SE (B R RE mT DU A L8 oy — {85 A
2 SN REEAR S » 1 o] UE BB FE Y4328 ~ GO iR B H BT 2R %
IEE a7 - AR B B R i A Y B2 52 Hh T 15 DAME Fr LR a8 K - 1
B AR ARER AR SCERENAY 2 — T K R T i A il Ry s S A B E 2 B R
M5 2% & — M EE Tt g E 22 s (Barth 1969 5 Brubaker
2004 ) o {E5ET » Gl FL A BAIS AR N 26 B DL S HoAt A B R PR R - 37
% 5% i th, 5 A PG 038 B B v M W o [T A« SE SRR BE S B FL A Y
ZEBIES Ry — M RAFrYEEE RS - FDURE ZEBCa G (S ) g
53 R RT3 AR B - [RIRF - 35 RF IR I Bt PR s — A BUR
MO E a9 ERE , B2 (Anderson 2006 [1983]) - Tk
Al #E AR RS - IS - B RE B S A B 0T H O A T TR 2 A
o~ JEE - SRR - SLERISAS IR EE - 255 EEIE R AR
i~ MR BURHEEOCIHMRER - AR — B EEN R
(Bulag 1998 ; 2002 ; Atwood 2004 ) ° iz & #% PR i Fo IO OO JE ~ ey
REEAR Gl - BERE & RIS RERE - &1 # P 2k e s L BRI R o2 [
IR —RIE o AN - DA EEEE] Anderson WYERESE ILAIB B BGEE M « KA
SR P LARESALAE - WA 2 R R Fir A B B BB A% DL T TR AL 8 -+ 12 K Ry

DO ARRHEF TR (2025 4F 11 H) BEHRME - HEKBREWTTseHETTE#ET S
HR o RSO Ry — 1 DA A G Yy LA F Bk - 1 o F 380 e BL & 40 22 [RI ATV A E 1
ey

TR LA R T BUA R R B A Y B ST B AN Fe Y S RF - MRS
B FHER e AR 5 B R R BRI S E S R LA TR IR g B B S - FRICH B Tsedendamba Bat-
bayar IR HYEGE LUK S HE T/ERYEEIZHE - A6 EGEH Purbujeyin Turubolod #-LAERTTE
ELFF SRR AR TRE FR i Bh B IE AT LI5E ~ FEER S [ I8 FL32E % » I B L R R s
B o NSRRI R » DURERAEHEHHRIFEEIRI T A A PRYSCRIBLERS

BEAN » ASCRRS IR 0 FREISE N EEHEST » GAE Purbujeyin Turubolod fA-{780
FIEE R EE s AR ANFBEREEF R - RATEE O A -~ EEEHEREY
HARANEE » JCHAE A TREZ $HER ~ BRIRECAFETEC R - SR A &S -



SNBSS a00A Bz 3 85

EAM R Ry —FE Al DA R Ay I FImi i - IERIANLE » 38 Shmd by 38 45
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A BRI AN SCRT ER Y o3 B e« Bl A2 58T 3 S8 Fe JiE Bl AN AE 558
FAERR AN SO B D SO R S KA DA P AR A BB St PR B (Kim
2015) < EHESRIEAMGETE » BRI TELLA o B — e e —rERRTT
B o {K7E Brubaker (2004) RYEIE: - B HAEENME - 2EEHAER
EEE - I FL AR B R B G 28 AR se BB R MR B B ~ o0 5 =
1TENAE - SFNZ55 5 £ (Pan-Mongolism ) » B LELEE « fEECGE
e TEEL ) —FNIEWTEEES UL R - SRS (BB
) o DURME RS S N 2 Syt < g - el EtEiEsi
Big ERATREN - JMA B LEES © — e 2B g R0 EELEE
5 — 77 T FU 2 A R A SR S e A e P S 28 B 3t 5 P A - BRI IR S A g
RWFAREET & ] Y - (B E RS HF B8 B 115 DU 2l 75
=X o KIL - ERYPRRGEER A E R SRR H AR 2 BB R BIR1Z 52
HERE - EHAAEENARES RS EREE 2580 EREEHE Mt —
T IRy SCHRE - EEEN A BRI H O A E - 1R
S—EREH] - 1S SEAE T R E B R BUE FP REGE s Ak Rt (Zbigniew
2012, 11-12) »

RILE - ASCHFgEE B B » A B R G2 Bz 550 15
1 & ha i A A Y B o3 AN E B AR K A - A8 R SXEIER - AR
D SRR Y B AR e e iR & 5 AHEC - A S 2 (R BB RS o SR B A 3
R ~ BB IR LSRR~ A\ EK B B s - DU HH ZREre S
HARg i - Hrp LA BT A ny ASHE SR AEITE 5 & et e RN 1%
ik E FSE T YA Bk AR T - A0 B R A S A =AY B A RE T
EINER B A MEAE —#E (Pedersen 2011) ° [AEF » HLEREBATFE
CARBIE ) - A IREAEIZ SN 2 AT R BUE R sl B & - M
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Bt » ARSCHE S — M E R EE - EAE 7k R BASRAY AR © 2580 EEREF
EAFERHE BEELSR S RE L - 75 T2 5, BEARH
AR BOG G IREEAR S T 2B RCERIT S — B AR - efE
VA K BAGERERTR ~ (RBSAEARE - DURGE A HUH 2B 1 i B EHERY -

TEEAE SRR » 1258 d EEEhREFS M R B BUE AR - 1
JEH A G E G R A « 52 Bl i am i th 2 3 S m A R« B R ]
AR B R BE Y T BRI, s o (A R EE S oL — B0
Hkm s - hrlREMkm Fy " ANEAE L ¢ T SN B E RN 7RI E R
[A] » FLELARE I Bk ) B SOl » E R A 3 A v ] B AR A T e S 558 RE IR
FEHEBRTESL 1 (Zbigniew 2012, 25) » B4t - [E—1ES R RE L AES S
SPIAEHPRYRFENE © T IS B EAYAEZE AT ks e FL AR A - B
& ZEhREEERE - K18 B. Batbayar UL » FE LR » B2 A 85
Fesgi N o H— I3 n] FUfA B SR B v 2 B 52 oy B B A N O
SRI1 T8N (Baabar 1999, 186188 » SIHRIRE) 1° o fEHE BRI AR HHY
Wrser - e LIRS —HE sy © — e BRI BaGEERE - 5—77
1 HIE W A ey H A GRTE - 38 EeifF 9B 7 kit & - A0 &
FHARTE ~ B HI R g RS 0 MBI A REEE DI R E £ &REhFE2K
IOLARESS (4l Rossabi 2005 ) o fEARSCHTHuiny i FLZEplh - thpEdi g —
MDA KRR« — 7ok B sy el ELAAER B, » HEEa DI Sk o
5B A5G E DA B s 5 2R FE AN 5 18 MR LR AN AR T 2R 7K
P E RS AR R B Ay SR o PR R RE S T G R B o ARSCHY
WA A ILAE 2025 4 11 HRATEITR NG SEE R L iR E R AL
it & F R E PR 54 B fE B R E A 52 T FE A K fLA -

A Y A2 iy sk RS B it & EFRIHA ~ 1990 FERAVEAY » DLURCEASE
B RS DU R MY f B R A R B2 T B A

2 JFX (¥EXZ) @ “Inhabitants of the Mongolian state created a strong national identity largely
based on ethnic culture, but excluded Mongolian-speaking groups living in PRC and RF” (Z#
W) -

JFSC (X)) @ “The framework of such a nation often includes Tuvinians, a Turkish-language
group. According to B. Batbayar, in the 19th century, the Uriankhai people were considered
Mongols; an example of this can be the participation of Uriankhai troops in the liberation of
Mongolia from Chinese power (Baabar 1999, 186-188)” (&&= ) -
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JE -
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ik o HESREY o
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*FSC (ME32) ¢ “U3 neHTpaIbHBIX PaiOHOB pHEXana MALIMHA, ¥ TaM BEJIH arHTALUIO, TIPH3bI-

Bas Jojeil nepeeskarh ¥ paboTaTh B LEHTpaNbHIX paiionax” (ZEEREE) -

5 JASC (f3C) & “U mBr repeexany OT4acTH M3-3a Ka3axoB, UX B 3amaJHoi MOHTOJIINK CTaHOBU-

70Ch BC& Gomblue U GONblIE, U OHU TIpUTecHsN TyBuHies” (EEREFE) -
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i 5 o fE (AU RE SO - B IR AN RE PR PR I © B 5P 0 BGE AR S
e 1%+ FERE ML FURKHERE S B0 - AR A (G H B 51 P fii ey 22
B (PlamzEaE £5R) » FARARIYME R MR T A IR © AHKAET
PR Az L P ~ AR A 0% - IEAERF ] oh OREr SR R RO TR BT 1 2 FE 3k
o BE-EEEER e B R ENARE - et & SR
M LGRPERCIR ~ smas kbl H W 5

R (FEA A) o RIIERERA S - ElL
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RIS (FAFEIRE Deleg) | ° « # PR R —BEP AN E
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EM TRy LFTDUEE - 2NN R PR BLEE S o A0 AE o3 B UE
L MGLIEE - AEEFFARHE LS (Zaamar) SE2EIEEER)E - HH
HATGAERGHE S R T R T - SRR R RS I8
Bmgashn o KL - SSRA R HGETS R A ~ nlErTHY - FhER B
R SEIRARRER R R B — B ILAEAR  BI40 - FE— KT - —(rE
[ ELAt B TR B AN R B O ¢ TR Irgit SRIRAYREE R -
A4 A B Khaya Kholyg 751% (MR 5 ° o BIEE U2 ER—H)
a0 WMEREBRZIREAE Bl - DURGERS SRR AR Al AR E 22 - (A
frith o S Ethi il R - T EIRE B - FOE Jak Tuva-e--
HIZ PR AR AT — 2R3 - FRIBHY Trgit ) o Mt RIS Ll S i 2 St 2
orAi s TREE L Jak Tuva SRIREZEEARGZ - 10 Irgit SRR A2
oo ) KL - SEERAMEAE Rt & e AT EEE ATE LAY B
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B R HRE Y Hoh R LI

vt R R R PR AE AR » FREE A —RH R R A R LS R 28 H R 2
St TAE AT AE SIS B 15 T AL ik — 0 JHL 2 A8 Bl 558 oy Tk B I o e JER PO 1L )
E o BeRR B E R EALIEE T - 2 - BSATRIVBIT - EEEE

JFSZ (fSC) YV mac Takoro He 65110, MBI XOpOIIO IIOMHUM HA3BaHMS M CBOIO MPMHAIEHK-
HOCTb K CEOKaM, M €CThb IOJPa3JIeleHUs CEOKOB, Mbl 3HaeM UX Toxke (Ham ceok Jener)” (ZEH

) -
JFSC (f3) @ “Cuauana, koraa MOJIObIE JIFOM 3HAKOMSTCS, OHM CIIPAIMBAIOT APYT Y JIPyTa,
U3 KaKoro OHM posia / TIPOUCXOXKICHHS, M TOJILKO MOTOM HAauMHAIOT pasroBapusath...” (ZEEH

)
JF3C (H53C) + S BeIpoc(ia) B cembe ceoka MIPruT, XoTs MOii GHOIOrHYECKHH OTell IPHHAJLIE-
xut K Xas Xensir (pony / knany)” (FEEWEE) -

O JESC (#R32) : “Buonormuecku s Jlxak-TyBa. .. HO 10 1uHuK otunma s Uprut” (EEFZE) -
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R B ERRS - T AT A BR A [mI 1R o Al BRI e A R AR o7 B
ST T MRS RE S AE AR LA - WAZEBERE 1 H
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VAFEE CRIES R A RAFE L - TR H S BESE RG2S
PHEY T EL > e AT AR Ry HRRS I LU A5 T B - ) ERIEIEE
HE - ERUIDBIREEHERFE S - WA LIREIRE BB 52 2 By o0 e -
5L o Ll BB BE T DUAE 7Y 5 B G E vl ARE R IEE SR A E O 58
B sthd R 58 vy BRI — 350 © SRR AVERIR - LR A A S RER ALY
BB R SR EE ISR - U B o BHERY - A
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BEh > BhEk T R — S E R B RREE IR IR0 Fr B - BUE S
EGLERF AP &GP o AEREI G E R ER IR - RELHA
—Beddiah ¢ " BRI B Y SRR IR -+ HS AN S TR EATIAINE B e
ANZ D HERMG - 2R EEHRE ? WAGFIE - 587 8 B EE

10 JESC (30) + “Kpome si3bika, nukakoii pasunust ver” (EEFIEE)

JFSC (f3C) + “IlpakTudecku Bo BCEM: B HAIlleM SI3bIKe, BHEITHOCTH, BEPOBAHUAX M BO MHOTOM
npyrom” (ZEFHFEE)

JFZ (fSC) @ “C MoHTomaMu CMEIIaHHEIX GPAKOB MHOTO, a C KAa3aXaMU — OYEHb MaJo U3-3a

pasmuumnii B penurun” (ZEEREE) -

JFSC (FR3C) @ “Onu HanuManu ka3axoB Ha BCEBO3MOXKHBIE PAGOTHI, HE3aBUCHMO OT 06pa30Ba-
HHS... A Ha CKauKax Ka3aXu BBIBOIMIIM CBOMX JIOIIaJeH Ha cepenuny M kyibandann” (ZEEH
) e

JFSC (fSC) @ S nukorna He cunran(a) ce6s OTAeNLHBIM(0I) OT MOHTOILCKOIO Hapoaa. bomnee
TOTO, MEHS HUKTO HUKOT/Ia HE YIIPEKall 3a TO, 4TO s roBOpro mo-TyBuHcku...” (ZEEHEE) -
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HEBYE - BIEEEM R E LRI 2] (B FEIRRIRTE ) - AR
[EIEZ3R 55— KRB A S I RETHRAU R » B T IR G —
N ANZE LA 7 o & ARG 8 B SR T BB S = - T fERE
Wb AR 2B ELA - DU AT SR ) - B2 HA
FEAFE A ERIE AT 23 - AR SRR E - thREH UK
# o MEZBRERIPRE - EEMEEmRAE - BIfEEES 10 - 50
AIRELL T #0% ) B AFE -

fREaME @ SRR SREDV B MG - 55— EEH#E# MR

B ST (0 1 U pa3 y’ MBI TOXKE TIOPKH. .. 3HAYHT JIH ITO, YTO MBI KaK-TO POJICTBEHHBI Ka3a-
xaM win Kak? Hajmo Obl BeIICHHTE. .. Kak oHu BooOIIE 37ech okasanuck? He xoreaocs Obl, 4TO-
OB MBI ObLTH pozncTBenHuKamu...” (ZEEHFNEE) -

JFSC (f3C) @ “B 1920-e romsl ero apecToBaiy, a 4epes Tpu roia o ymep. CoBeTCKUe BIacT
KOH(HMCKOBAJIN BECh NX CKOT. Torma oHHM pemmin nepecenutbess B Monronmio... CHadana oHH
nepeGpanuch B KuTaii, HO MO3Ke TIOHSUIH, YTO KUTh TaM TPY/IHO, U BepHY/MCh B Monromiio” (2

HME) -
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K KaKOMY POJy / IMHUHM TTPOMCXOXKIEHHS OHM MPUHAIIEKAT. .. (M TOIBKO TOTOM TIPOJOJIKAIOT

pasrosop)” (FEHLE#ZE) -
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(Llaraan-T'one), a Takske o 3emiie, o poaubix mectax” (FEHMEE) -

9 JESC (532) © “Korna-To y Hac [Ha Haureii 3emiie] GbUIO ceMb XOIIyHOB — OTeI[ CIPAIIHBACT
chiHa: ‘A 7€ Teneph Bce Hamm 3eMiu?’ Ho 5TH 3eMim ObLTM OTHATHI Manbdkypamu...” (ZEH
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coBaHk! / BeicedyeHsl [apeBHuM repoeM] Capraknaem” (FEHEMEE) -

2 JESC (30) ¢ “IllamaHu3M TaM [0 CHX [Op CYILECTBYET; MHOTHE JFOIH X0t K mamanam”™ (2

HME) -
JFSC (f3C) : “B MoHronuu yueHH4ecTBO — OOBIYHOE SBJIEHME: YUEHHK 4acTo 3a00IeBaer.
TonBpKO TTOCTIE ATOTO IIaMaH TONIyJaeT CBOUX OHTOHOB (IYXOB)... Y HAc MaMaHCTBO MepenaéTcs

22

I10 YKCHCKOM JIMHUHU. MBI 3TO OOJIBIIC HE CKPbIBACM. PansIie 310 ObLIO 3alpeuIeHO / HaXo0JHJIOCh

oy 3anpetom” (FEEMEE) -
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He MOJHUMast HOTH, Torna npuaét Amyp-Cana u HailiéT Hac (MOHTOJIOB C KPAaCHOW KHCTOYKOH)”
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2 ESC (MR32) 1 “Te, KTO pOIMIICS 37€Ch yKe TI0CTIE Tepeesa, IIOX0 TOBOPST O-TYBHHCKH. B

OCHOBHOM TI0-TyBMHCKH roBopuM MblI, crapmme” (FEHMEE) -

2 S (E32) ¢ “JleTH MOHMMAIOT, HO HEe TOBOPSAT, @ BHYKH YK€ COBCEM HE [OHHUMAIOT TYBHH-

ckoro sizeika” (ZEHWEE) -

JFSZ (f3C) : “D1o mewanbHo, HO A3bIK 3a0bIBacTCs. Halm BHYKM Hac yxe GONbIIE HE TIOHH-

marot...” (ZEETNEE) -
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T JESC () + “3neck et TyBHHCKHX mKOI... Bojiee TOTo, B TAaKMX MecTax, Kak Barcym6ap

Wik 3amap, HaceJleHHe CMEIIaHHoe, a 371ech — HeT / 371ech Takoro Her” (ZEHFFE) -

B () : o JlyMaro, 4TO HaM HY>KHO CO3/1aBaTh IIKOJIbI, @ B MECTaX, I/ie KUBET MHOTO

TyBHHILEB, CIIEAYeT XOTs Obl OTKpPBITH AeTckuii can” (ZFEEREE) -

2 JESC (i30) ¢ “K coxanenuro, ceifuac oH 3abpiBaercs. Eciim 6bI MOTOAEKD XOTENA YUHTh

TyBI/IHCKI/Iﬁ HSBIK, OHa 6])1 €ro qu/IHa. O[[HaKO Ceﬁqac 3TOI'O HC HpOI/ICXO}:[I/IT, U MBI HUYCIro HEC MO-
KeM ¢ 3tiM nogenars...” (EFHFEE) -

JFSC (83Z) ¢ “d uuxorna He cuuran(a) cebs oTAeIbHBIM(0M) OT MOHIOJLCKOIO HAPOAA, U
MeEHs HUKTO HMKOIJIa He YIpeKall 3a TO, 4TO i roBopio no-TyBuHcku...” (ZEHEE) -

30

3UESE (H832) + S naxe BepHyIicsi(ach) CIIyCTs! LIECTBAECAT JIET W CIIOKOMHO / CBOGOIHO rOBO-

pui(a) mo-TyBUHCKU — Bce Obun yausiensr” (FEEREE) -
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2 o .
3 Ej{ (ﬁkj{) . “HGI[EUICKO OoTCroga €CTb MECTO, I/IC 10 MPa3AHUKAM MHOIJa co6npa10Tcs{ IIOXKH-

JIBIC TYBUHIBI, TOIOT CBOU IIECHU U PA3rOBApUBALOT. MoxHo CKa3aTrhb, YTO B TaKUX MCCTax OoCTar-

KM KyJIbTYphI BCE emé coxpaHstores u noaaepsxupatorcs” (FEEHMEE ) »

3 S (E32) ¢ “Mel 3Haem, 90 BILUIOTH 10 1921 roja TYBHHIIBI ITOICP/KHBAIIN KOHTAKTH —

rpaxul He Obut0. OfHAKO, KOorna B Kutae Hauanacek BoitHa n SImoHMS Hamana, ObIIN yCTaHOBIE-

Hbl FPAHUIIBL, U HA 5TOM BCE 3aKOHUMIIOCH: KOHTAKThI Obiiu npeppanbl’” (L) -

S (32) : “Yacts TyBuHIEB ocTanack Ha cropoHe Kanaca (B Kurae), Ho mociie 9T0ro oHu

yKe He MOIVIH BepHyThcsl B Monromuio” (ZEEHEE) -
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3 JFESC (ME32) : “Pambiue y Hac GbUTH POJCTBEHHBIE CBSI3H C TYBHHIAMH paiiona Karaca, HO 5T0

oCTaNnoch B TIPOIILIOM; Temepsb 5 uX yike He 3Hat0” (EEHREE) -

36 JESC (32)  “Jlaxe econ OHE 1 CYIIECTBYIOT, MBI YK€ HE MOXeM uX Haifth... Celidac MBI

HIEM POJCTBEHHUKOB 31€Ch, B MoHronuu, B aApyrux cymonax” (ZEE#EE) -

37 JZ‘%U'( (ﬁ:k‘jz) : “O,HI/IH TYBUHEI] NOTEPATT MACIOPT U CKasaJl, YTO OH TyBUHEI. B NnacrnopTHOM

CTOJIE YAUBUIIUCH, HOTOMY UTO AyMAaJHd, YTO TyBHMHIIE )KUBYT Tonbko B Poccun” (ZEHMEE ) -
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3 JEC (#32) : “Hac 3anmcanu / 3aperucTpUpOBAIN KaK TYBHHICB... ECIIH eByIIKA BHIXOIHT

3aMy’K 3@ MOHTOJIa, TO IeTH Oy/yT cuntarhes Monronamu” (ZEEHEE) o

3 S (HE32) ¢ “Cuavana B Vian-barope Gbuia co3nana oGLIECTBEHHAs aCCOLMALS, U B Pa3-

HBIX CyMOHaX, I7I€ )KUBYT TYBHHIIBI, TOXE €CTh TPYIIIBI. 31€Ch MECTHOE OT/ICIEHUE BO3IVIABIISIOT

Tpu uenoBeka (s omuH u3 aktusuctos)” (FEHMEE) -

0T (f32) ¢ “Pamblie ¢ kaxnoii ceMbr cobupami o 2000 TYrpUKOB Ha OBIIME PACXObL,

OensuH u tak ganee. Ceifuac HBIHENHMI PYKOBOAUTEb HUYETO HE KOHTPOIMUPYET. .. MBI XOTHM,
4TOOBI BCE OBIIO MPO3padHo U MoHATHO As Beex” (ZEEREE) -
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Tuvan Identity in Mongolia Beyond
Pan-Mongolism

Abstract

How does a small Turkic-speaking minority sustain itself within a
Mongolian-majority state without dissolving into either Mongolian nationalism
or transborder Tuvan revivalism? This article is the field-report approaching
contemporary Uriankhai or Tuvan identity in Mongolia, not through Pan-
Mongolism as an all-purpose explanatory frame, but through what I term
infrastructural reproduction: the patterned mechanisms of clan affiliation (Tuv.,
seok), ritual transmission, sacred-geographic memory, migration networks,
and administrative recognition — through which belonging is sustained across
generations. Based on the interviews conducted in November 2025 among
elderly Tuvans from western Mongolia residing in Batsumber soum, the
article initially argues that identity persistence does not necessarily depend on
ideological alignment or linguistic purity. Rather, it can be reproduced through
durable infrastructures that both predate and outlast shifting state discourses.
Pan-Mongolian imaginaries appear only marginally in these narratives,
functioning less as lived frameworks of everyday practice. By foregrounding
infrastructural mechanisms and differentiating analytic scale, this is the first
step towards a study that contributes to debates on borderland ethnicity,

mobility, and the limits of civilizational nationalism in Inner Asia.

Keywords: Identity, Uriankhai, Mongolia, Pan-Mongolism
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