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fashion. An undated Chinese memorandum ( about A.D. 600?) on the customs
of the people of K’ang, translated by Chavannes, Doc., p. 133, n., may be
called upon to identify the cause of her sorrow: it was the death of Adonis-
Tammuz.... ‘lls ont coutume de rendre un culte au dieu céleste et 1’honorent
extrémement. lls discent que I’enfant divin est mort le septiéme mois et qu’on
a perdu son corps ... les hommes chargés de rendre un culte au dieu ...
revétent tous des habits noirs ... vont pieds la campagne pour réchercher le
corps de I’enfant céleste; le septieme jour, (cette cérémonie) prend fin’. This is
a fair description of Adonia, which took place at the height of the summer: the
seventh( Chinese ) month began at the end of July or in August. The
possibility that ‘Kuyune, the son of Ahriman’ was a Sogdian version of Adonis
should now be considered. Sacrificing on a bridge: cf. Herod., VII, 54;
Ammian-Marc., XVIII, 7, 1; cutting off ears: cf. Surah, IV, 118; laceration of
faces: al-Birtni, Chron., 235.10, at the Sogd. equivalent of the Frawardigan.
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